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A genteel southern intellectual, saloniste, and wife to a prominent colonel in Jefferson Davis’s inner circle,
Mary Chesnut today is remembered best for her penetrating Civil War diary. Composed between 1861 and
1865 and revised thoroughly from the late 1870s until Chesnut’s death in 1886, the diary was published first
in 1905, again in 1949, and later, to great acclaim, in 1981. This complicated literary history and the
questions that attend it—which edition represents the real Chesnut? To what genre does this text
belong?—may explain why the document largely has, until now, been overlooked in literary studies.

Julia A. Stern’s critical analysis returns Chesnut to her rightful place among American writers. In Mary
Chesnut’s Civil War Epic, Stern argues that the revised diary offers the most trenchant literary account of
race and slavery until the work of Faulkner and that, along with his Yoknapatawpha novels, it constitutes one
of the two great Civil War epics of the American canon. By restoring Chesnut’s 1880s revision to its
complex, multidecade cultural context, Stern argues both for Chesnut’s reinsertion into the pantheon of
nineteenth-century American letters and for her centrality to the literary history of women’s writing as it
evolved from sentimental to tragic to realist forms.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic.

Geraldine Moreno:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic.
All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Richard Horgan:

The particular book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Camille Wolfe:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.
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