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"Eloquent, aware and scrupulous . . . a rich and instructive examination of the Cold War past." --The New
York Times

In 1978 a romantic young Englishman took up residence in Berlin to see what that divided city could teach
him about tyranny and freedom. Fifteen years later Timothy Garton Ash--who was by then famous for his
reportage of the downfall of communism in Central Europe--returned. This time he had come to look at a file
that bore the code-name "Romeo." The file had been compiled by the Stasi, the East German secret police,
with the assistance of dozens of informers. And it contained a meticulous record of Garton Ash's earlier life
in Berlin.

In this memoir, Garton Ash describes what it was like to rediscover his younger self through the eyes of the
Stasi, and then to go on to confront those who actually informed against him to the secret police. Moving
from document to remembrance, from the offices of British intelligence to the living rooms of retired Stasi
officers, The File is a personal narrative as gripping, as disquieting, and as morally provocative as any fiction
by George Orwell or Graham Greene. And it is all true.

"In this painstaking, powerful unmasking of evil, the wretched face of tyranny is revealed." --Philadelphia
Inquirer

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The File: A Personal History. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The File: A Personal
History. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Clarence Nelson:

Often the book The File: A Personal History will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suited to you. The book The File: A Personal History is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Richard Vaccaro:

The book untitled The File: A Personal History contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

William Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The File: A Personal
History.
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