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Queen María of Castile, wife of Alfonso V, "the Magnanimous," king of the Crown of Aragon, governed
Catalunya in the mid-fifteenth century while her husband conquered and governed the kingdom of Naples.
For twenty-six years, she maintained a royal court and council separate from and roughly equivalent to those
of Alfonso in Naples. Such legitimately sanctioned political authority is remarkable given that she ruled not
as queen in her own right but rather as Lieutenant-General of Catalunya with powers equivalent to the king's.
María does not fit conventional images of a queen as wife and mother; indeed, she had no children and so
never served as queen-regent for any royal heirs in their minorities or exercised a queen-mother's privilege to
act as diplomat when arranging the marriages of her children and grandchildren. But she was clearly more
than just a wife offering advice: she embodied the king's personal authority and was second only to the king
himself. She was his alter ego, the other royal body fully empowered to govern. For a medieval queen, this
official form of corulership, combining exalted royal status with official political appointment, was rare and
striking.

The King's Other Body is both a biography of María and an analysis of her political partnership with
Alfonso. María's long, busy tenure as lieutenant prompts a reconsideration of long-held notions of power,
statecraft, personalities, and institutions. It is also a study of the institution of monarchy and a theoretical
reconsideration of the operations of gender within it. If the practice of monarchy is conventionally
understood as strictly a man's job, María's reign presents a compelling argument for a more complex model,
one attentive to the dynamic relationship of queenship and kingship and the circumstances and theories that
shaped the institution she inhabited.
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From reader reviews:

James Bauer:

This book untitled The King's Other Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (The Middle Ages
Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you
can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this reserve from your list.

David Binkley:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
The King's Other Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (The Middle Ages Series).

Robert Music:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The King's Other Body: Maria of
Castile and the Crown of Aragon (The Middle Ages Series) e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still skepticism The King's Other Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (The Middle
Ages Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Zandra Woods:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The King's Other Body: Maria of Castile and the
Crown of Aragon (The Middle Ages Series) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The King's Other Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (The Middle Ages
Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book



for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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