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Stretching 1,400 miles along the Australian coast and visible from space, the Great Barrier Reef is home to
three thousand individual reefs, more than nine hundred islands, and thousands of marine species, and has
alternately been viewed as a deadly maze, an economic bounty, a scientific frontier, and a precarious World
Heritage site. Now the historian and explorer Iain McCalman takes us on a new adventure into the reef to
reveal how our shifting perceptions of the natural world have shaped this extraordinary seascape.
Showcasing the lives of twenty individuals spanning more than two centuries, The Reef highlights our
profound desire to conquer, understand, embrace, and ultimately save the world's most complex ocean
ecosystem.

Opening with the story of Captain James Cook, who sailed unknowingly into the southwest entrance of this
vast network of coral outcroppings, McCalman shows how Cook spent months navigating this treacherous
underwater labyrinth, struggling to keep his crew alive and his ship afloat, sparring with deceptive shoals and
wary native islanders. Through a series of dramatic tales from intrepid explorers, unwitting castaways,
inquisitive naturalists, enchanted artists, and impassioned environmentalists who have collectively shaped
our ideas about the Great Barrier Reef, McCalman demonstrates how this grand natural wonder of the world
was built as much by human imagination as by the industrious, beautiful creatures of the sea.

A romantic, historically significant book and a deeply personal journey into the heart of a marine
environment in peril, The Reef powerfully captures the delicate relationship between humanity and the
natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Obrien:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Reef: A
Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Change? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Scott Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Reef: A
Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Change suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Reef: A Passionate
History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Changeis the main of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Alan Archuleta:

Often the book The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate
Change will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Reef: A
Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Change is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ian Hall:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef
from Captain Cook to Climate Change can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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