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“If I had been present at the Creation,” the thirteenth-century Spanish philosopher-king Alfonso X is said to
have stated, “Many faults in the universe would have been avoided.” Known as El Sabio, “the Wise,”
Alfonso was renowned by friends and enemies alike for his sparkling intellect and extraordinary cultural
achievements. In The Wise King, celebrated historian Simon R. Doubleday traces the story of the king’s life
and times, leading us deep into his emotional world and showing how his intense admiration for Spain’s rich
Islamic culture paved the way for the European Renaissance.

In 1252, when Alfonso replaced his more militaristic father on the throne of Castile and León, the battle to
reconquer Muslim territory on the Iberian Peninsula was raging fiercely. But even as he led his Christian
soldiers onto the battlefield, Alfonso was seduced by the glories of Muslim Spain. His engagement with the
Arabic-speaking culture of the South shaped his pursuit of astronomy, for which he was famed for centuries,
and his profoundly humane vision of the world, which Dante, Petrarch, and later Italian humanists would
inherit. A composer of lyric verses, and patron of works on board games, hunting, and the properties of
stones, Alfonso is best known today for his Cantigas de Santa María (Songs of Holy Mary), which offer a
remarkable window onto his world. His ongoing struggles as a king and as a man were distilled—in art,
music, literature, and architecture—into something sublime that speaks to us powerfully across the centuries.

An intimate biography of the Spanish ruler in whom two cultures converged, The Wise King introduces
readers to a Renaissance man before his time, whose creative energy in the face of personal turmoil and
existential threats to his kingdom would transform the course of Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain,
and the Birth of the Renaissance book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Helen Arnold:

This The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Wise King: A Christian
Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance can be one of several great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might
be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Wise King: A Christian
Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Patricia Mattox:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the
Renaissance can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Morgan Johnson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim
Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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