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A systematic introduction into the mimetic theory of the French-American literary theorist and philosophical
anthropologist René Girard, this essential text explains its three main pillars (mimetic desire, the scapegoat
mechanism, and the Biblical “difference”) with the help of examples from literature and philosophy. This
book also offers an overview of René Girard’s life and work, showing how much mimetic theory results
from existential and spiritual insights into one’s own mimetic entanglements. Furthermore it examines the
broader implications of Girard’s theories, from the mimetic aspect of sovereignty and wars to the
relationship between the scapegoat mechanism and the question of capital punishment. Mimetic theory is
placed within the context of current cultural and political debates like the relationship between religion and
modernity, terrorism, the death penalty, and gender issues. Drawing textual examples from European
literature (Cervantes, Shakespeare, Goethe, Kleist, Stendhal, Storm, Flaubert, Dostoevsky, Proust) and
philosophy (Plato, Camus, Sartre, Lévi-Strauss, Derrida, Vattimo), Palaver uses mimetic theory to explore
the themes they present. A highly accessible book, this text is complemented by bibliographical references to
Girard’s widespread work and secondary literature on mimetic theory and its applications, comprising a
valuable bibliographical archive that provides the reader with an overview of the development and
discussion of mimetic theory until the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, &
Culture). Try to the actual book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) as
your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Carlos Reese:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) can be your answer because it can
be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Brenda Seddon:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like René Girard's
Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Dale Randolph:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, &
Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.
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