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Thomas Merton’s final testament as a poet is his most ambitious long work and a remarkable poetic
achievement.

It was completed in the summer of 1968, a few months before he set out from Our Lady of Gethsemani
monastery in Kentucky on the Asian journey from which he did not return. The text is as he left it. It lacks
that final editing that he would have done in proof, but it is substantially a completed, self-contained work.
Lograire, as with William Carlos Williams’s Paterson, is first of all a country of the imagination, but it is
also a person––Merton himself––for its "geography" is the map, the inner choreography, of his mind. The
charting in the poem is his search for self-location: where, and even how, does a man find himself in the
geography of all men? Sections of personal experience are set against passages re-imagined from
anthropological and historical texts, material that Merton chose for its character of myth to illustrate the
general experience of mankind. The myths of Lograire form a mosaic of African legends, Mixtecart motifs
and Mayan religious customs, the pantheism of the fanatical Ranters in 17th-century England, the records of
an early arctic expedition and of Ibn Battuta, the 14th-century Arab traveler, the Cargo Cults of Melanesia
and the Ghost Dances of the American Indians. "A poet," Merton wrote in his prefatory note to Lograire,
"spends his life attempting to build or to dream the world in which he lives. But more than that he realizes
that this world is at once his and everybody’s. It grows out of a common participation which is nevertheless
recorded in authentically personal images. I have without scruple mixed what is my own experience with
what is almost everybody else’s." Many modern poets have used history and myth in their work; what
sets The Geography of Lograire apart is the invention of Merton’s method––his process for elevating fact to
the level of myth. It is a complex technique of fractured syntax, multiple meanings; the distortion of dream,
irony and parody.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Kurtz:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Geography of Lograire: Long poem book is readable through
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The
Geography of Lograire: Long poem content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
even now thinking The Geography of Lograire: Long poem is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Steven Peterson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Geography
of Lograire: Long poem is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Hawkins:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Geography of Lograire: Long poem as the daily resource
information.

Julie Berkey:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Geography of Lograire: Long poem when you required it?
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