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Between 1846 and 1873, California’s Indian population plunged from perhaps 150,000 to 30,000. Benjamin
Madley is the first historian to uncover the full extent of the slaughter, the involvement of state and federal
officials, the taxpayer dollars that supported the violence, indigenous resistance, who did the killing, and why
the killings ended. This deeply researched book is a comprehensive and chilling history of an American
genocide.
  
Madley describes pre-contact California and precursors to the genocide before explaining how the Gold
Rush stirred vigilante violence against California Indians. He narrates the rise of a state-sanctioned killing
machine and the broad societal, judicial, and political support for genocide. Many participated: vigilantes,
volunteer state militiamen, U.S. Army soldiers, U.S. congressmen, California governors, and others. The
state and federal governments spent at least $1,700,000 on campaigns against California Indians. Besides
evaluating government officials’ culpability, Madley considers why the slaughter constituted genocide and
how other possible genocides within and beyond the Americas might be investigated using the methods
presented in this groundbreaking book.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Staten:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this An American Genocide: The United
States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) book
because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Karen Saldivar:

The experience that you get from An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian
Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-
1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe,
1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) instantly.

Delilah Jordan:

Typically the book An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-
1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian
Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Glen Hall:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled An American Genocide: The United States and the



California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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