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In this compelling book, Robert Coles, the celebrated Harvard professor and Pulitzer Prize–winning author,
turns his attention to popular music legend Bruce Springsteen, and to the powerful impact Springsteen’s
work has had both on the lives of his audience and on this country’s literary tradition. Coles places
Springsteen in the pantheon of American artists—Walt Whitman, William Carlos Williams, Dorothea Lange,
and Walker Percy, among others—who understood and were inspired by their “traveling companions in
time,” the ordinary people of their eras.

With wisdom and a unique personal perspective, Coles explores Springsteen’s words as contemporary
American poetry, and offers firsthand accounts of how people interact with them: A trucker listens to
“Blinded by the Light” during long, lonely nights and reminisces about his mother; a schoolteacher is
astonished when a usually silent student offers a comparison between “Nebraska” and Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness; a policeman responds to “American Skin (41 Shots),” reflecting on his own role in his family and
community. As these people, and others, candidly discuss the meaning Springsteen’s words have in their
lives, Coles listens and, with the special insight and compassion that are the trademarks of his art, sheds new
light on “The Boss,” removing the legendary American rock musician from fan-filled stadiums and placing
the poet in a greater social, cultural, and philosophical context. Coles sees Springsteen as a representative of
a uniquely American documentary tradition—as a sing-ing and traveling poet who does not simply embody
the culture of which he is a part but fully engages it, interacting with its people and creating a conversation
that has helped to shape a distinct way of looking at, and living, American life today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Duncan:

This book untitled Bruce Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet Singing to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Georgetta Watson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Bruce Springsteen's America: The
People Listening, a Poet Singing which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

William Holt:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Bruce Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a
Poet Singing can make you experience more interested to read.

Margaret Velasquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Bruce
Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet Singing.
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