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Donald Raleigh's Soviet Baby Boomers traces the collapse of the Soviet Union and the transformation of
Russia into a modern, highly literate, urban society through the fascinating life stories of the country's first
post-World War II, Cold War generation.

For this book, Raleigh has interviewed sixty 1967 graduates of two "magnet" secondary schools that offered
intensive instruction in English, one in Moscow and one in provincial Saratov. Part of the generation that
began school the year the country launched Sputnik into space, they grew up during the Cold War, but in a
Soviet Union increasingly distanced from the excesses of Stalinism. In this post-Stalin era, the Soviet
leadership dismantled the Gulag, ruled without terror, promoted consumerism, and began to open itself to an
outside world still fearful of Communism. Raleigh is one of the first scholars of post-1945 Soviet history to
draw extensively on oral history, a particularly useful approach in studying a country where the boundaries
between public and private life remained porous and the state sought to peer into every corner of people's
lives. During and after the dissolution of the USSR, Russian citizens began openly talking about their past,
trying to make sense of it, and Raleigh has made the most of this new forthrightness. He has created an
extraordinarily rich composite narrative and embedded it in larger historical narratives of Cold War, de-
Stalinization, "overtaking" America, opening up to the outside world, economic stagnation, dissent,
emigration, the transition to a market economy, the transformation of class, ethnic, and gender relations, and
globalization.

Including rare photographs of daily life in Cold War Russia, Soviet Baby Boomers offers an intimate portrait
of a generation that has remained largely faceless until now.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral
History Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Soviet Baby Boomers:
An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Erdmann:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral
History Series).

Lee Parkin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's
Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Steven Deloatch:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's
Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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