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Humanity can make short work of the oceans’ creatures. In 1741, hungry explorers discovered herds of
Steller’s sea cow in the Bering Strait, and in less than thirty years, the amiable beast had been harpooned into
extinction. It’s a classic story, but a key fact is often omitted. Bering Island was the last redoubt of a species
that had been decimated by hunting and habitat loss years before the
explorers set sail.

As Callum M. Roberts reveals in The Unnatural History of the Sea, the oceans’ bounty didn’t disappear
overnight. While today’s fishing industry is ruthlessly efficient, intense exploitation began not in the modern
era, or even with the dawn of industrialization, but in the eleventh century in medieval Europe. Roberts
explores this long and colorful history of commercial fishing, taking readers around the world and through
the centuries to witness the transformation of the seas.

Drawing on firsthand accounts of early explorers, pirates, merchants, fishers, and travelers, the book
recreates the oceans of the past: waters teeming with whales, sea lions, sea otters, turtles, and giant fish. The
abundance of marine life described by fifteenth century seafarers is almost unimaginable today, but Roberts
both brings it alive and artfully traces its depletion. Collapsing fisheries, he shows, are simply the latest
chapter in a long history of unfettered commercialization of the seas.

The story does not end with an empty ocean. Instead, Roberts describes how we might restore the splendor
and prosperity of the seas through smarter management of our resources and some simple restraint. From the
coasts of Florida to New Zealand, marine reserves have fostered spectacular recovery of plants and animals
to levels not seen in a century. They prove that history need not repeat itself: we can leave the oceans richer
than we found them.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

The reserve untitled The Unnatural History of the Sea is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
The Unnatural History of the Sea from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ellen McNulty:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but also novel and The Unnatural History of the Sea as well as others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Unnatural History of
the Sea to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mathew Munz:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Unnatural History of the Sea can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Shirley Pedro:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Unnatural History of the Sea we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Unnatural History of the Sea.
You can more inviting than now.
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