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What does it mean to be Metis? How do the Metis understand their world, and how do family, community,
and location shape their consciousness? Such questions inform this collection of essays on the northwestern
North American people of mixed European and Native ancestry who emerged in the seventeenth century as a
distinct culture. Volume editors Nicole St-Onge, Carolyn Podruchny, and Brenda Macdougall go beyond the
concern with race and ethnicity that takes center stage in most discussions of Metis culture to offer new ways
of thinking about Metis identity.

Geography, mobility, and family have always defined Metis culture and society. The Metis world spanned
the better part of a continent, and a major theme of Contours of a People is the Metis conception of
geography—not only how Metis people used their environments but how they gave meaning to place and
developed connections to multiple landscapes. Their geographic familiarity, physical and social mobility,
and maintenance of family ties across time and space appear to have evolved in connection with the fur trade
and other commercial endeavors. These efforts, and the cultural practices that emerged from them, have
contributed to a sense of community and the nationalist sentiment felt by many Metis today.

Writing about a wide geographic area, the contributors consider issues ranging from Metis rights under
Canadian law and how the Library of Congress categorizes Metis scholarship to the role of women in
maintaining economic and social networks. The authors’ emphasis on geography and its power in shaping
identity will influence and enlighten Canadian and American scholars across a variety of disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

The book Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native American
Studies Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility,
and History (New Directions in Native American Studies Series)? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in
Native American Studies Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Manley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and
History (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) as your daily resource information.

Cesar Benedetto:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native American
Studies Series) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

James Bouchard:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Contours of a People: Metis
Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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