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Humour has been discovered in every known human culture and thinkers have discussed it for over two
thousand years. Humour can serve many functions; it can be used to relieve stress, to promote goodwill
among strangers, to dissipate tension within a fractious group, to display intelligence, and some have even
claimed that it improves health and fights sickness.

In this Very Short Introduction Noel Carroll examines the leading theories of humour including The
Superiority Theory and The Incongruity Theory. He considers the relation of humour to emotion and
cognition, and explores the value of humour, specifically in its social functions. He argues that humour, and
the comic amusement that follows it, has a crucial role to play in the construction of communities, but he
also demonstrates that the social aspect of humour raises questions such as
'When is humour immoral?' and 'Is laughing at immoral humour itself immoral?'.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

In other case, little folks like to read book Humour: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Humour: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Carol Castaneda:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Humour: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Donna Vazquez:

The reason? Because this Humour: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

John Day:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Humour: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you needed it?
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