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Towards the Light describes the agonizing journey of a devout fifth-generation Southern Baptist clergyman
from unassailable belief to utter and complete atheism. The book lays out in detail why he outgrew the
religion of his ancestors and moved towards the light of reason. After leaving the ministry, Dr. Compere
went back to graduate school where he received a PhD in Clinical Psychology. Thus, his book includes
psychological explanations for many religious phenomena including being born again, believing in the
efficacy of prayer, and why religion continues to be so ubiquitous in an otherwise modern society. Dr.
Compere is convinced that many people of faith have entertained serious doubts about the religion they
inherited and should be supported in their search for how to live a good life without a belief in the
supernatural. He examines many of the essential tenets of the Christian faith including an explanation of their
origin while providing cogent reasons for no longer accepting the myths upon which they rest. “Growing up
a minister's son, the church was not just a part of my life -- it WAS my life. Everything in my world revolved
around the church and its teachings. From my earliest memories, Christian dogma was relentlessly drilled
into me until I believed that my only purpose on earth was to glorify God. Anything short of that was failure.
I got the message. I gave my first sermon at age fifteen and became an ordained minister in the Southern
Baptist Church at eighteen. Although serious theological doubts began in college, I set them aside and
managed to continue in the ministry until I had completed a seminary degree and served two pastorates.
After a decade of denial, I finally admitted to myself that I was becoming publicly phony and privately
cynical. I couldn’t live with that so I left the ministry which had been my whole life, and struck out in a new
direction, one which would allow me to live with integrity. This is the story of my journey Towards the Light
and of the inescapable, but heretical, conclusions about religion which occurred along the way.”
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Crider:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation Baptist Minister's Journey from Religion to Reason.

Bonnie Skelton:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation
Baptist Minister's Journey from Religion to Reason can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Ronald Ybarra:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation Baptist Minister's Journey from Religion to Reason we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book
Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation Baptist Minister's Journey from Religion to Reason. You can more
attractive than now.

Alberto Alvarez:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation Baptist
Minister's Journey from Religion to Reason to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide Towards the Light: A Fifth Generation Baptist Minister's Journey
from Religion to Reason can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of their time.
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