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Ivor Noël Hume has devoted his life to uncovering countless lives that came before him. In A Passion for the
Past the world-renowned archaeologist turns to his own life, sharing with the reader a story that begins amid
the bombed-out rubble of post–World War II London and ends on North Carolina’s Roanoke Island, where
the history of British America began. Weaving the personal with the professional, this is the chronicle of an
extraordinary life steered by coincidence scarcely believable even as fiction.

Born into the good life of pre-Depression England, Noël Hume was a child of the 1930s who had his silver
spoon abruptly snatched away when the war began. By its end he was enduring a period of Dickensian
poverty and clinging to aspirations of becoming a playwright. Instead, he found himself collecting antiquities
from the shore of the river Thames and, stumbling upon this new passion, becoming an "accidental"
archaeologist.

From those beginnings emerged a career that led Noël Hume into the depths of Roman London and, later, to
Virginia’s Colonial Williamsburg, where for thirty-five years he directed its department of archaeology. His
discovery of nearby Martin’s Hundred and its massacred inhabitants is perhaps Noël Hume’s best-known
achievement, but as these chapters relate, it was hardly his last, his pursuit of the past taking him to such
exotic destinations as Egypt, Jamaica, Haiti, and to shipwrecks in Bermuda.

When the author began his career, historical archaeology did not exist as an academic discipline. It fell to
Noël Hume’s books, lectures, and television presentations to help bring it to the forefront of his profession,
where it stands today. This story of a life, and a career, unlike any other reveals to us how the previously
unimagined can come to seem beautifully inevitable.
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From reader reviews:

Ollie Johnson:

This book untitled A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey of a Transatlantic Archaeologist to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Benjamin Torres:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey of a Transatlantic Archaeologist, you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Herman Pendergrass:

This A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey of a Transatlantic Archaeologist is great reserve for you because
the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey of a Transatlantic Archaeologist in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Cassandra Sanderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey
of a Transatlantic Archaeologist or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,



beside science publication, any other book likes A Passion for the Past: The Odyssey of a Transatlantic
Archaeologist to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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