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Powers examines the art and politics of the Han dynasty (206 B.C. - 200 A.D.) and shows that both were
influenced by the rise of an educated, non-aristocratic public who questioned the authority of the ruling class
at all levels. The Han dynasty saw the establishment of many innovations in Chinese history and art, says
Powers. As the first stable empire in China, the Hans incorporated a new bureaucratic system of government,
implemented a meritocratic standard of official performance, and made available to commoners a greater
number of resources and social prerogatives than they had ever had before - including freedom of political
expression and social criticism. In this same period, Chinese art began to incorporate figure painting,
narrative painting, and genre scenes for the first time, and landowners, lacking noble or official rank, began
commissioning large-scale monuments that challenged rather than supported the status quo. Tracing issues of
political expression in Han pictorial art, Powers examines the design and construction of local tombs and
shrines, their mural schemes, subject matter, and style. He analyzes the rhetoric of social criticism seen in
written work such as stone inscriptions, critical essays, and official memorials and shows how a similar
rhetoric can be seen in the visual arts. Placing major trends in artistic taste within a narrative of political
rivalries, Powers here reconstructs the existence and nature of a public that rejected the cultural standards of
the feudal courts and established an alternative culture that influenced politics, taste, ideology and the visual
arts.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

This book untitled Art and Political Expression in Early China to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Hugo Mann:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this Art and Political Expression in Early China.

Pablo Torrey:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Art and Political Expression in Early China. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Marni Elliott:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Art and Political Expression in Early China when you required it?
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