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Over the course of a little less than twenty years, inventor Frank J. Sprague (1857-1934) achieved an
astonishing series of technological breakthroughs--from pioneering work in self-governing motors to
developing the first full-scale operational electric railway system--all while commercializing his inventions
and promoting them (and himself as their inventor) to financial backers and the public. In Engineering
Invention, Frederick Dalzell tells Sprague's story, setting it against the backdrop of one of the most dynamic
periods in the history of technology. In a burst of innovation during these years, Sprague and his
contemporaries--Thomas Edison, Nicolas Tesla, Elmer Sperry, George Westinghouse, and others--
transformed the technologies of electricity and reshaped modern life. After working briefly for Edison,
Sprague started the Sprague Electric Railway and Motor Company; designed and built an electric railroad
system for Richmond, Virginia; sold his company to Edison and went into the field of electric elevators;
almost accidentally discovered a multiple-control system that could equip electric train systems for mass
transit; started a third company to commercialize this; then sold this company to Edison and retired
(temporarily). Throughout his career, Dalzell tells us, Sprague framed technology as invention, cast himself
as hero, and staged his technologies as dramas. He toiled against the odds, scraped together resources to
found companies, bet those companies on technical feats--and pulled it off, multiple times. The idea of the
"heroic inventor" is not, of course, the only way to frame the history of technology. Nevertheless, as Dalzell
shows, Sprague, Edison, and others crafted the role consciously and actively, using it to generate vital
impetus behind the process of innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Crist:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Engineering
Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Raymond Dahms:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Engineering Invention: Frank
J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the
U.S. Electrical Industry become your current starter.

Daryl Glover:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lloyd Stec:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry. You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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