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The evidence of women in the Americas is conspicuously absent from most historical syntheses of the
Spanish invasion and early colonization of the New World. Karen Powers's ethnohistoric account is the first
to focus on non-military incidents during this transformative period. As she shows, native women's lives
were changed dramatically.

Women in the Crucible of Conquest uncovers the activities and experiences of women, shows how the
intersection of gender, race, and class shaped their lives, and reveals the sometimes hidden ways they were
integrated into social institutions. Powers's premise is that women were demoted in status across race and
class and that some women resisted this trend. She describes the ways women made spaces for themselves in
colonial society, in the economy, and in convents as well as other religious arenas, such as witchcraft. She
shows how violence and intimidation were used to control women and writes about the place of sexual
relations, especially miscegenation, in the forging of colonial social and economic structures.

From Karen Vieira Powers's Introduction:

"During the colonization process, indigenous women suffered, perhaps, the most precipitous decline in status
of any group of colonial women. For this reason, and because they were numerically superior to all other
women, I have chosen to make them the heart of this book. Nevertheless, the work also treats Spanish
women, racially mixed women (mestizas, mulattas, zambas, etc.), and African women."
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From reader reviews:

Jared Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Women in the Crucible of
Conquest: The Gendered Genesis of Spanish American Society, 1500-1600 (Diálogos Series) will make you
to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Carlton Solley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Women in the
Crucible of Conquest: The Gendered Genesis of Spanish American Society, 1500-1600 (Diálogos Series) is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rosemary Lilly:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Women in the Crucible of Conquest: The Gendered Genesis of Spanish American Society,
1500-1600 (Diálogos Series).

Lisa Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Women in the Crucible of
Conquest: The Gendered Genesis of Spanish American Society, 1500-1600 (Diálogos Series) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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