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Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing examines the intricate bond between
poetry and history writing that shaped the theory and practice of empire in early colonial Spanish-American
society. The book explores from diverse perspectives how epic and heroic poetry served to construe a new
Spanish-American elite of original explorers and conquistadors in Juan de Castellanos’s Elegies of Illustrious
Men of the Indies. Similarly, this book offers an interpretation of Castellanos’s writings that shows his
critical engagement with the reformist project postulated in Alonso de Ercilla’s LaAraucana, and it
elucidates the complex poetic discourse Castellanos created to defend the interests of the early generation of
explorers and conquistadors in the aftermath of the promulgation of the New Laws and the mounting
criticism of the institution of the encomienda.

Within the larger context of a new poetics of imperialistic expansion, this book shows how the Elegies offers
one of the earliest examples of the reconfiguration of some of the main tenets of Petrarchism/Garcilacism, as
well as the bold transmutation of dominant poetic discourses that had until then been typically associated
with the nobility. Focusing on the practice of poetic imitation (imitatio) and the themes of authority, piracy,
and captivity, this book shows the transformation undergone by heroic poetry owing to Europe’s encounter
with America and illustrates the contribution of learned heroic verse to the emergence of a Spanish-
American literary tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

This book untitled Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de
Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Mary Deleon:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Authority, Piracy, and
Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the
Indies is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Lisa Haight:

This Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies
of Illustrious Men of the Indies is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in
Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Leonard Jones:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de
Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In



the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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