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An engrossing and revolutionary biography of Isabella of Castile, the controversial Queen of Spain
who sponsored Christopher Columbus's journey to the New World, established the Spanish
Inquisition, and became one of the most influential female rulers in history

Born at a time when Christianity was dying out and the Ottoman Empire was aggressively expanding,
Isabella was inspired in her youth by tales of Joan of Arc, a devout young woman who unified her people
and led them to victory against foreign invaders. In 1474, when most women were almost powerless, twenty-
three-year-old Isabella defied a hostile brother and a mercurial husband to seize control of Castile and León.
Her subsequent feats were legendary. She ended a twenty-four-generation struggle between Muslims and
Christians, forcing North African invaders back over the Mediterranean Sea. She laid the foundation for a
unified Spain. She sponsored Columbus's trip to the Indies and negotiated Spanish control over much of the
New World with the help of Rodrigo Borgia, the infamous Pope Alexander VI. She also annihilated all who
stood against her by establishing a bloody religious Inquisition that would darken Spain's reputation for
centuries. Whether saintly or satanic, no female leader has done more to shape our modern world, in which
millions of people in two hemispheres speak Spanish and practice Catholicism. Yet history has all but
forgotten Isabella's influence, due to hundreds of years of misreporting that often attributed her
accomplishments to Ferdinand, the bold and philandering husband she adored. Using new scholarship,
Downey's luminous biography tells the story of this brilliant, fervent, forgotten woman, the faith that
propelled her through life, and the land of ancient conflicts and intrigue she brought under her command.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Clayton Medina:

The actual book Isabella: The Warrior Queen will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Isabella: The Warrior Queen is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jerry Gunnell:

Isabella: The Warrior Queen can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Isabella: The Warrior Queen however
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Alberta Keyes:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Isabella: The Warrior
Queen can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Christopher Wilkerson:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be Isabella: The Warrior Queen. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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