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Skin-clad barbarians ransacking Rome remains a popular image of the "decline and fall" of the Roman
Empire, but why, when, and how the Empire actually fell are still matters of debate among students of
classical history. In this pioneering study, Ralph W. Mathisen examines the "fall" in one part of the western
Empire, Gaul, to better understand the shift from Roman to Germanic power that occurred in the region
during the fifth century AD

Mathisen uncovers two apparently contradictory trends. First, he finds that barbarian settlement did provoke
significant changes in Gaul, including the disappearance of most secular offices under the Roman imperial
administration, the appropriation of land and social influence by the barbarians, and a rise in the overall level
of violence. Yet he also shows that the Roman aristocrats proved remarkably adept at retaining their rank and
status. How did the aristocracy hold on?

Mathisen rejects traditional explanations and demonstrates that rather than simply opposing the barbarians,
or passively accepting them, the Roman aristocrats directly responded to them in various ways. Some left
Gaul. Others tried to ignore the changes wrought by the newcomers. Still others directly collaborated with
the barbarians, looking to them as patrons and holding office in barbarian governments. Most significantly,
however, many were willing to change the criteria that determined membership in the aristocracy. Two new
characteristics of the Roman aristocracy in fifth-century Gaul were careers in the church and greater
emphasis on classical literary culture.

These findings shed new light on an age in transition. Mathisen's theory that barbarian integration into
Roman society was a collaborative process rather than a conquest is sure to provoke much thought and
debate. All historians who study the process of power transfer from native to alien elites will want to consult
this work.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for
Survival in an Age of Transition will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Julio Yates:

The book Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for Survival in an Age of Transition has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Patricia Glover:

Beside that Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for Survival in an Age of Transition in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies
for Survival in an Age of Transition because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Pam Boyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Roman Aristocrats in
Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for Survival in an Age of Transition.
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